
As we approach the summer holidays, it’s a great time to reflect
on what our schools, staff and children have achieved over the
past year. From school trips, stage performances and sports days,
to SATs results and Ofsted inspections, our family of schools has a
lot to be proud of.
 
The children have had the opportunity to experience so many
different activities. Our schools welcomed special guests, including
former professional footballers Leon Braithwaite and Samuel
Okikiolu and motivational speaker Stuart Lawrence. They took part
in county-wide sporting events and celebrated the opening of
brand-new libraries. They performed amazing end of year
performances and enjoyed residential trips.
 
One of my favourite events from the year was Ivy’s Got Talent, which
brought together more than a hundred children from our schools in
a night of performances at the Wyllyotts Theatre in Potters Bar.
Seeing how excited and proud the children were to come together
and perform on the big stage is a memory that will stay with me
forever.  
 
We also held a special event at Churchfield Primary School, where
former pupil Mano Shanmuganathan, a renowned consultant
neurosurgeon, was joined by pupils from The Latymer School.
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Together they shared their experiences with children from four of
our schools and encouraged them to aim high and achieve their
dreams. On the same day, Eastfield Primary was notified of an
upcoming Ofsted inspection. The school received a fantastic report,
with inspectors praising the strong sense of community and
leaders’ determination to give all pupils the best possible start in
life.
 
We ended the year with some great SATs results, with overall
outcomes across Ivy schools eight per cent above the national
average. Congratulations to the staff and pupils who worked so
hard to achieve this. Looking forward, we are delighted to welcome
Peartree Primary School in Welwyn Garden City to the Ivy family in
September, taking the number of schools in our Trust across Enfield
and Hertfordshire to 11.
 
I’d like to wish our Year 6 pupils the very best as they end one
chapter of their school journey this week and start the next in
September. And to all our staff and families, I hope you have a
wonderful and relaxing summer.
 
 Matthew Kleiner-Mann
Leader of Ivy Learning Trust



Brimsdown Primary School

From treading the boards at Ivy’s Got Talent to appearing on
television to highlight the benefits of learning British Sign
Language, it’s been an exciting and rewarding year at Brimsdown
and we are so proud of what our children have achieved.
 
As part of Deaf Awareness Week in May, the BBC London News team
visited Brimsdown to see a BSL lesson in action and to speak to pupils
about why they love learning it. The journalist also spoke to our BSL
Manager Tina Kemp about the benefits of teaching sign language in
primary school. During the week, class teacher Alysha Allen wrote a
post about the positive impact of using BSL in the classroom for
Oxford Education as part of its Inclusive Classrooms blog series.
 
The following month some of our children took part in the Borough
Athletics Championships. They all did amazingly – we could be
seeing the Olympians of the future.  
 
And children from Nursery to Year 6 took part in the Sports for
Schools event. They had the opportunity to try a sponsored fitness
circuit alongside a top GB athlete.
 
We were also proud to be awarded the Gold School Games Mark for
our commitment and engagement in school games for 2021 / 22.
 

'We could be seeing the Olympians of the future!'



Churchfield Primary School

At Churchfield, we have been really focussing on reading for
pleasure this year and have done lots of things to help our children
develop a passion for reading. We were really excited to get some
funding from The National Literacy Trust, who redeveloped our
library. It is now a dedicated, gorgeous space in our school where
children can choose from a fantastic selection of books.
 
Our parents have had the opportunity to visit our library and choose
books with their children as well. Each class has visited the
Edmonton library and many more children now visit this during
holidays and at the weekend. Volunteers from the library have done
assemblies and launched the summer reading challenge. We have
had some author visits, including from Chris Smith and Greg James
from Radio One, who did a very exciting assembly with the children
about their book, Kid Normal.
 
We have been very excited to hold whole school events again, the
highlight being our Cultural Fair; all around the world in 90 days. We
had a whole school exhibition, where we proudly displayed artwork
from children celebrating their home country / culture. There were a
range of games and activities, and particularly popular was our
cultural music area and our food stall with culinary dishes from
around the world. Children dressed in clothes from their culture and
enjoyed learning about their friends’ heritage.

Children have 400 new books to enjoy



Crabtree Infants and Junior Schools

What a fantastic year!
 
This year the two Crabtree Schools have been working closely
together and the children in both schools have enjoyed a variety of
special activities and events.
 
We pride ourselves on offering as many opportunities as we can for
the children – they are both busy schools!
 
We had our first school photo with both schools together – a special
day and something we will repeat every four years.
 
Crabtree children love to perform – be it on the sports field or on the
stage. Both the Infant and Junior schools have had some fantastic
assemblies and performances, the biggest of which are in Year 4 and
Year 6, when the children do a full production. They were both truly
fantastic!
 
Both schools had a wonderful Sports Day this year. All the children
took part, with school records being broken in the Juniors. Our
Jubilee Day was another chance to bring the schools together.
 
We had a lovely picnic where all the children came together on the
field and the older children ran activities for our younger Crabtree
pupils.
 
Crabtree is very lucky to have an amazing PTA. The Summer Fair this
year was bigger and better than ever, bringing the whole community
together to raise money for the school.



Crabtree Infants and Junior Schools

'Crabtree children love to perform – be it on the sports field or on the stage'



Eastfield Primary School

This year, the children have been excited to welcome several
special guests to our school. Leon Braithwaite and Samuel
Okikiolu, who are ex-professional footballers, talked to Years 4, 5
and 6 about racism. They discussed the causes and consequences of
racism and the various forms it can take, and the children were
really engaged. Afterwards, they loved playing football with Leon
and Samuel in the playground.
 
We also had a visit from the motivational speaker Stuart Lawrence,
who spoke to the children about how to make a positive change and
use their voice for good. Stuart’s brother, Stephen Lawrence, was
killed in an unprovoked racist attack in 1993 and Stuart now works
with young people to inspire them to build a better future.
 
These events were organised by our Equalities Team, which raises
awareness of inequality and promotes conversations about diversity
among the children. The team also organised a World Cultural
Diversity Day, which was enjoyed by both our pupils and their
parents, who brought in some wonderful dishes for the school
community to try.
 
We ended the year with a fantastic Ofsted report, which praised our
happy, curious and welcoming children and the way our staff and
pupils cherish and strive to live up to our core values. Well done to
our amazing Eastfield community!

'Pupils and staff cherish and strive to live up to the six core values that underpin all
aspects of the school’s work ~ Ofsted, May 2022



Larkspur Primary Academy

What a year! To think we have come to the end is truly unbelievable
and so are the children here at Larkspur.
 
We have been a part of some amazing experiences this year and I am
extremely proud of the children and staff here. One of my favourite
things this year was watching the children perform in Ivy’s Got
Talent. They were dedicated to their practice sessions and took great
joy in creating their routine, which we think was very entertaining.
Some of the children only stepped in the day before we had to
perform!
 
We also had our very own ‘Funday in the sun’. We brought the beach
to Larkspur! We all set out our towels on the field and enjoyed
activities like ‘splat the teacher’, ‘hook a duck’ and best of all we had a
great time having water fights, particularly trying to get the teachers.
But what a day it was, one we certainly will never forget, and
wonderful memories have been created, simply just having fun.
 
We were thrilled to open our new library, with 300 extra books to
enjoy, thanks to the charity Give a Book. The charity also gifted books
to Larkspur children when they returned to school after lockdown
and at Christmas, and it has arranged author talks too. The new
library is beautiful – it’s bright, inspirational, infused with our school
values and, most importantly, it’s now a central part of the school.

 

'We have been part of some amazing experiences this year and I am extremely proud'



Lavender Primary School

There has been so much to celebrate and enjoy this year at
Lavender.
 
A group of children from Years 3 to 6 took part in District Sports, an
Enfield interschool athletics competition. Lavender did amazingly
well and came fifth. Another group of children were selected to go to
the Summer of Fun event at Enfield Town Park. They had the
opportunity to take part in hockey, football, dance, cricket and
athletics. They were also coached by a GB athlete who gave them
pointers on their sprinting.
 
Pupils enjoyed celebrating World Ocean Day and the eco-committee
presented a fantastic assembly. As well as dressing up in blue or as a
sea creature there were fun activities throughout the day, including a
trip to our local blue space, recycled art projects, an ocean-themed
PE lesson and live streamed encounters with ocean experts. One
pupil, Abigail, wrote to the Prime Minister with her concerns about
the environment and suggestions to help take more care of it. She
was delighted to receive a reply!
 
We welcomed some special visitors to the school, including the
police, who gave information sessions about road safety and
personal safety. PC Deller and PC Faires were super impressed by the
quality of the children’s interest and questions.
 
We also held an assembly, where we talked about Stephen Lawrence
and listened to his mum and brother talking about what a wonderful
young man he was and how we can be kinder to everyone and ensure
that we live our best lives. Lavender children were, as always, really
reflective and came up with some brilliant suggestions as to how we
can all be a kinder friend to everyone.



Walker Primary School

Mrs Adem and a group of Cajon drummers were the first visitors to
the Beaumont Care Home since covid. They delighted the residents
with their skilful drumming and some of the guests were so
enthused they joined in. The children really lifted the spirits of the
residents - well done.
 
A group of children from Year 3 entertained the audience at
Wyllyotts Theatre at the Ivy's Got Talent event. They loved
performing in a real theatre and everyone was so proud of their
enthusiasm on the night.
 
Their performance was breathtaking, they were able to show off
their amazing acting, singing and dancing skills. Who knows, we
may have some future West End stars!
 
Our playground continues to be a joy for the children to play and chat
with their friends. This month saw very excited children watch the
installation of a few more additions, paid for by our PTA. The children
have been keeping cool in the new shelters and making mud ice
creams and cakes!

'Their performance was breathtaking - we
may have some future West End stars!'



Woodside Primary School

As the term draws to a close, it really is time to reflect on
everything that we have achieved. As a school, we have been
working really hard to ensure the children have the very best that
we can offer and this term this has been rewarded.
 
We are delighted to have been awarded the Woodland Trust Green
Tree Award for the environmental work that we have done; the Skills
Builder Bronze award for the work to inspire our young people to
aspire to reach their goals in life; and finally the School Games Mark
Gold award in recognition of our excellent sports curriculum and
extracurricular offer. We are so proud of these achievements.
 
The children have been wowing us with their talents too. We had two
dancing acts perform at Ivy's Got Talent. There was the ahh moment
with our KS1 children dancing to "It's a hard knock life" and we were
wowed by the talent from our KS2 dance, which was presented
through a faultless mixed live and virtual performance. The talent
did not stop there. Years 5 and 6 took to the boards of the Millfield
Theatre to perform their end of year show, Bugsy and Friends. Many
children had never been on a real stage, but this really did not show
at all. They danced, acted and sang their hearts out, giving the
audience an experience of a West End show. Well done Years 5 and 6.
 
BSL has continued to grow in strength this term with 11 of our
children from Year 6 being put forward to do a BSL recognised youth
assessment. It is testament to the hard work and dedication of all 11
that they passed! We can’t wait to continue this next year. We have
had a fantastic and busy year and are all looking forward to the
summer holidays. We would like to wish our truly inspirational Year 6
all the best with their transition to their new school and all of our
families a happy holiday. And to the staff......a well-earned rest.



The Wroxham School

A group of our KS2 children took on a number of local schools at
Potters Bar Cricket Club. The weather was lovely and the event was
a great success, especially having not been able to run for the last
couple of years. The children all had a chance to bowl and bat and
their teamwork was amazing.
 
There were some very close games, but as a result of some brilliant
fielding and batting, Wroxham won the Vase Tournament. The
children are excited for more chances to play cricket and have
inspired a number of our children in other year groups to start
playing on the field at lunchtimes.
 
Year 5 have taken part in the Mini Police from Hertsmere scheme,
which involves a number of sessions where the police visit and talk
about matters such as online safety and road safety. The children
really enjoyed it, especially when they were allowed to use the
speed guns on the road outside school. They took the opportunity
very seriously and were proud of their certificates when they
finished the course. The children felt that being able to know the
police staff who work in our area was positive, as they now feel able
to say hello if they see them when they are out and about.
 
Our Year 6 children have worked really hard to clear an old area of
our school grounds, ready to be converted into an allotment. Year 5,
together with one of our grandparents, have now worked to install
the vegetable beds, ready for planting. The children are very keen to
see if they can grow vegetables that they can give to the kitchen to
use for school dinners. This was made possible through a grant from
Tesco, which really helped make sure that the project was a success.
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