
This time of year is so special as people come together, and this
feels even more poignant after the restrictions we have endured
over the past 20 months.   
 
While we find ourselves entering yet another festive period with
continued uncertainty about what lies ahead, I think it’s important
to reflect on how far we’ve come. Family has been an important
theme throughout the pandemic. We have had to find ways to
support each other, to stay connected even when we are apart. At
Ivy, we talk about us being a family of schools and this has really
resonated throughout the pandemic. Our schools have supported
and guided each other. They have shared ideas, advice and
inspiration. They have celebrated each other’s successes.
 
And there has been much to celebrate. The children returned in
September excited to see their friends, meet their new teachers,
and be back in the classroom. They had opportunities to enjoy
cultural and festive events, guest visits and school trips.
 
The former England footballer Jermaine Jenas gave an inspiring
talk to Brimsdown, Churchfield and Eastfield pupils.
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Children from Walker stepped back in time and became Stone Age
Hunter Gatherers for the day on their trip to Celtic Harmony.
Lavender pupils helped to plant 240 trees to restore the Enfield
Chase Woodland. It has been wonderful to see the children
embrace and enjoy these activities.

 
We also received some exciting news, when two Ivy schools,
Crabtree and Walker, featured in The Sunday Times guide to the
best schools in the country. They were named in the top 250 state
primary schools in England, according to the Parent Power 2022
league tables, which puts them in the top 2% nationally. This is an
incredible achievement and testament to the hard work of the staff
and children. 

 
I do hope you enjoy reading about what the children have been up
to at our family of schools this term, and I wish you and your
families a lovely winter break.

Matthew Kleiner-Mann
Leader of Ivy Learning Trust



Brimsdown Primary School

It has been a wonderful and busy term at Brimsdown, full of
laughter, learning and plenty of enrichment activities!
 
Our calendar of events started with BrimFest, our cultural community
day, in September. Children dressed up and enjoyed sampling foods
from around the world and taking part in various activities to learn
more about different cultures. They had such a wonderful day, which
was made even more special because they were able to share it with
their parents.
 
We then had a visit from the former England footballer Jermaine
Jenas, who spoke to parents and children about the importance of
attending school and being on time.
 
We were thrilled to welcome pupils from Churchfield and Eastfield
to our school to hear Jermaine talk about his own experience of
growing up and achieving his dream. He encouraged the children to
work hard, have goals and aspire to their dreams. His story is
inspirational because it shows what is possible with dedication, hard
work and determination.

  
Our pupils have also taken part in many sporting events, coming
second in the Enfield Schools Gymnastics Festival and placing first
and fourth in ten pin bowling.

  
Ensuring a broad and balanced curriculum is important for us at
Brimsdown and as well as all these wonderful, enriching curriculum
events, we have continued to ensure that good progress is made by
the children in their reading, writing and maths.
 



Churchfield Primary School

The children at Churchfield worked hard as part of their art and
design technology lessons to create products to sell for our outdoor
Christmas market.
 
They made puppets, Christmas decorations, cards and bookmarks.
They made £534, which they will use to buy games and equipment
for wet play. 

  
The children in Year 6 made light up cards, linking to their learning in
science as well. They had to design their card, thinking carefully of
their audience. 

  
Our Sports Ambassadors have had an excellent start to the year and
have really raised the profile of PE and sporting activities in the
playground. They lead games and activities and meet with a
member of staff every half term to improve the sports provision in
our school.
 
They said it was quite hard to keep track of when it was time to
switch over and let other children have a turn, so they have now been
provided with, and trained to use, stop watches, and they have
ordered an outside clock for the playground as well.

Churchfield Sports Ambassadors



Crabtree Infants and Junior Schools

Infants
 
It has been a fantastic term at Crabtree. The Infant children have
continued to shine this term as they have settled back into the school
routine. They love learning about the world around them - a fantastic
 Diversity Day was a highlight of the term.
 
Juniors
 
The Junior children have enjoyed being able to take part in sports
fixtures against local schools again, with some great results! The
Junior children have also been spending time at local secondary
schools, with activity days at Haberdashers' Boys and Girls Schools
and DT sessions at SJL.
 
We love linking up with the secondary schools and look forward to
more sessions next term.
 
A highlight of the term had to be the Year 3 children going on their
first school outing, as they missed out in Years 1 and 2 - I have never
seen children so excited about getting on a coach!
 
We were delighted to rank 125th nationally in The Sunday Times
primary school league tables. A credit to the fantastic staff and the
determination of the children to succeed.

  

'I have never seen children so excited about getting on a coach!' 



Eastfield Primary School

Year 4 Violin Sessions
  

Our lovely Year 4s have had a wonderful opportunity to start learning
to play the violin in September. Lessons are held in school and are led
by experienced tutors from Enfield Music Service. They are
thoroughly enjoying playing this instrument. Did you know a violin is
the most difficult musical instrument to master?

  
Winter Wonderland at Eastfield 

  
Winter Wonderland arrived at Eastfield on 10 December and at
3.15pm our children enjoyed taking part in lots of fun activities and of
course a very special meeting with Santa and Mrs Claus, who took
time out of their busy schedule to visit us all at Eastfield. The real
magic happened when we were joined by so many parents,
grandparents, friends and family and everyone got to enjoy this
wonderful experience, which made it all more exciting. There were
many different stalls, raffle prizes and very tasty refreshments. We
raised over £900, which we will use to buy resources for the children.
 
Black History Month

  
This year’s theme was ‘Proud to be me’. The Equalities Team planned
and organised lovely activities for the children to take part in. We
kicked off Black History Month with assemblies led by different
members of staff. Then Mr Hicks (ex-Eastfield teacher and member
of the Historical Society) came in to talk to Y5 and Y6 all about the
Tuskagee Airmen. The whole school celebrated Wear Red Day in aid
of ‘Show Racism the Red Card’. All children and staff were invited to
wear red and donate £1. We raised over £435, which we have sent to
the anti-racism education charity.



Eastfield Primary School

To finish the month, we invited Irie Steelpan who performed to all
the children.  Also, Years 1-6 created fantastic displays about famous
Black History contributors. We will continue to promote equality,
understanding and inclusion through our curriculum and resources.
Together let’s make a difference!
 
Science Competition 

  
In honour of World Science Day, we invited the children of Eastfield
to create a piece of recycled artwork at home. They used recycled or
natural materials to create their artwork and reflected the effects
that humans are having on the environment. We were so impressed
with their artwork and it was a challenge for our Science Lead Mr
Anderson and the school council to choose the winners! 

  
Harvest Festival 

  
We were so impressed with how much food we were able to gather.
The North Enfield Food Bank was very grateful for the donation. We
celebrated with an assembly led by Reverend Ian from St. James’
Church. Also, we received a certificate from the North London Food
Bank in recognition of our generous donations of food. Over 354kgs
of food was donated to families who need the support in Enfield!

  
Stars in Our School 

  
Our office staff, learning assistants, site staff and kitchen staff are
amazing and work tirelessly to help and support the children. On 26
November we celebrated ‘Stars in Our School’, where our colleagues
enjoyed an extra break with lots of food donated by Tesco. Mrs
Hussian had to go at 5am to collect the delicious food. Thanks Tesco.



Larkspur Primary Academy

The term has certainly flown by and lots of lovely things have been
happening at Larkspur.
 
We have brought an abundance of new books to add to our library,
this time with a real focus on celebrating our differences. We have
also had the opportunity to secure funding for more musical
instruments, which the children can’t wait to use.
 
One thing that has stood out this term is our core value of ‘Care’. We
have had, like many schools, a testing term, but throughout it all the
children have demonstrated resilience. Most importantly, the care
they have displayed to their peers and staff alike is truly amazing.
This has been seen in many ways throughout the term, from our
charity work to supporting one another in their classes, at school
events and beyond. They have shown such a school spirit and to see
this is heartwarming, I am extremely proud to be called their
headteacher. Teachers have commented on great sportsmanship at
many Herts and Ware sporting events that they have attended. 

  
The children have shown they can think of others when raising
money for Children in Need and Isabel Hospice, where the whole
school enjoyed dressing up as elves for the day. And the
awesomeness continues with our newly launched certificates. These
are given out to pupils for simply being ‘awesome’. They are sent
home to surprise the children in the post!

  
Finally, we have launched a new and exciting way of approaching our
writing here at Larkspur. We are really proud of the work that the
children have produced across the term, and we are looking forward
to seeing what they write next. We cannot wait to share some of our
work with other schools within the trust.

 



Lavender Primary School

Green-fingered Lavender children have been rolling up their
sleeves after we had the opportunity to take part in two wonderful
tree planting events.
 
Pupils planted saplings in the field to form part of the Queens Green
Canopy, an initiative to mark the Queen’s Jubilee in 2022. The Green
Canopy is in honour of Her Majesty’s service and the legacy she has
built, and our saplings will create a legacy of their own at Lavender.
 
Sixty pupils also helped the charity Thames 21 plant 240 trees to help
restore the Enfield Chase Woodland. It involved a lot of teamwork,
and the children discovered some interesting trees with roots that
were a metre long! They also found lots of worms too. The children
are hoping to return in the future to see how their trees are doing. 

  
Year 3 pupil Nathaniel received a special delivery from his favourite
author. Tony Mitton sent him a package of some of his latest books,
along with a personalised message. Nathaniel was over the moon
and has been busy writing a wonderful letter of thanks in reply.

  
We also learned that our School Streets project is now permanent
following a trial. Since it launched, we’ve seen a 200% increase in the
number of children cycling to school and a 14% increase in walking.
We are excited to see this trend continue in the future. 

  
Finally, we celebrated Anti-Bullying Week, embracing the theme of
One Kind Word. We spread kindness using ‘caught you being kind
cards’ which were given out to classmates for things such as
returning lost belongings, letting someone go first or even just
asking someone if they are okay.



Walker Primary School

Walker children have been lucky enough to continue with a vast
number of enrichment activities this term.
 
Particularly moving events were Year 6 reading their own poems at
the Broomfield Park Remembrance Service and visiting The
Lincolnsfields Centre to learn more about what life was like for
children in World War Two.
 
Although we celebrated Black History Month in October, as a Rights
Respecting School our children learn about issues to do with equality
and diversity throughout the year. We take every opportunity to
promote this through the choice of texts and resources we use in
class, to ensure representation of cultures throughout our lessons. 

  
Our Cultural Day gave us an opportunity to find out more about each
other’s traditions and it was a wonderful way for us to think about
Sepeh Tinpom, our partner school. We raised over £850 for the
school, in Ghana, which will help fund basic school equipment. In
response, we were delighted to receive this message from Sepeh
Tinpom.
 
Year 1 pupils were enthralled with Safari Pete as they were able to
study animals in detail, including monitor lizards, toads, crocodiles,
and owls. It provided a unique opportunity to learn more about how
to live alongside them.
 
Our term ended with a number of Christmas events with our
community, including a fair, music concert, nativity and a Christmas
service at our local church.

https://www.walker.enfield.sch.uk/rights-respecting-school/


Woodside Primary School

At the end of this busy autumn term it is a great time to reflect on
everything that has been going on at Woodside. 

  
Children settled back into school really well after the summer break
and we were all so happy that bubbles would not be sent home en
masse again. Having whole school assemblies again has been a
delight - celebrating festivals and achievements face to face. We
have even managed to have parents attending a class assembly. 

  
Trips and visitors have restarted and it was wonderful to take Year 6
away to Osmington Bay for five days where they participated in many
challenging activities, including a giant swing, abseiling, kayaking
and many more. Memories for life were made and we were blessed
with the weather this year.
 
Year 1 have been on their first school trip too, heading over to the
Gruffalo Trail in Thorndon Park as part of their English learning. It
was exciting for Nursery and Reception to have a visit from the toy
museum and they were excited to see toys from the past…..not a
screen in sight! 

  
In November we held our first Aspirations Week and were delighted
to hear from members of the community about exciting jobs that
they have. We heard from the police, a nurse, a stuntman, someone
in the security team at an airport, a solicitor, a vet and many more.
The children asked some great questions and were buzzing with
thoughts about their futures.
 
Competitive sport has restarted after nearly two years and Woodside
football and netball teams really showed great team spirit and skill 

 



Woodside Primary School

when winning or drawing all matches played. A great comeback.
 
We have been delighted to welcome PlacetoBe into school and we
know that this is already having a positive impact on many children.
Children can attend 'place to talk' and talk confidentially to our
counsellor. 

  
Charity events have been in full flow. Families have donated to the
harvest foodbank collection, Children in Need and also participated
in our PTA events, the most exciting one being our Christmas Market.
This really was a comeback for the PTA after the last couple of years
and it was a huge success, bringing the community together.
 
The atmosphere was electric and everyone truly got into the
Christmas spirit, ice skating, seeing Father Christmas and warming
up with the great refreshments. We even had a sing song with
candles and bells. 

  
As we end the term, we are delighted to have held live nativity
performances. EYFS and KS1 have wowed us with their angelic
singing and confidence in performing…..there was not a dry eye in
the house during the performance. We could not do everything here
at Woodside without the commitment and dedication of our staff
and continued support from our families.

  

'We would like to wish all of our staff and families a lovely Christmas.'



The Wroxham School

We ran a Maths Day across the school, from EYFS through to Year
6. EYFS came dressed as Numberblocks, Key Stage 1 came as
Numbots and KS2 came as TT Rockstars!
 
The children used the online games throughout the day, challenging
each other, as well as Mr Swaile, our Maths Leader. The children
looked amazing and had great fun with maths in their classroom.
 
They also took part in assemblies where they heard about how
creative maths can be and what challenges Mr Swaile was going to
be setting for the rest of the academic year. The children are now
even more excited about the possibilities in maths and are loving
the online gaming element.

  
We were so keen to get parents back into school to see what their
children were doing, we started up our class exhibitions. The
children selected different examples of their learning and displayed
them in our PE Hall or in the Log Cabin. It was great to see the
children talk so positively about their learning and they loved
sharing it with their families. The overall events have been a great
success and we will continue to use this format into next year.

  
We have been talking about how we can support the environment a
lot recently, with the children showing a huge interest in the topic.
As such, we have started a group who are going to work on
improving things for our school and in the long term, our local
community. Two of our Year 6 children came up with a design for our
team logo, which we converted to a digital image, to be used on all
posters and communications with parents and the local community.
We are looking forward to making a difference.
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