
After another challenging year, it’s been a joy to see some return
to normality for the children this term.

They have enjoyed sports days, residential trips, special guest
visitors and end of year performances. While these events may have
been a little different to usual because of ongoing Covid
restrictions, this has in no way dampened the children’s enthusiasm
and they have absolutely loved getting involved in a variety of
extracurricular activities.

We’ve had a couple of exciting events over the last few weeks.
Walker Primary School officially opened its doors after being
completely rebuilt. The children did an incredible job at the
opening ceremonies, performing, reading stories and helping to cut
the ribbon.

Pupils from two of our schools, Brimsdown and Eastfield, also had
the opportunity to meet and perform in front of the singer Jacob
Fowler. The children were so excited to meet him and had a
wonderful time asking him lots of questions.
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The end of the summer term is always a time for reflection as we
look back on the past year. Yet again, we’ve had to overcome the
challenges of home-schooling and changing Covid restrictions.

But our community of schools has continued to thrive thanks to the
support and enthusiasm of our pupils, staff and parents. It’s also a
time to say goodbye to our Year 6 pupils as they head off on their
next adventure. We wish you all the very best and we hope you
enjoy your time at secondary school.

It’s a time to look forward too. September will be here before we
know it and we hope it will bring a further step towards normality.
Your child’s school will be in touch with you nearer the time to
discuss procedures for the Autumn Term.

Until then, I hope you have a wonderful and relaxing summer.

Matthew Kleiner-Mann
Leader of the Ivy Learning Trust



Brimsdown Primary School

The children were so excited to meet the singer and reality
television star Jacob Fowler. Jacob won the BBC show Little Mix The
Search last year as part of the band Since September and will be
going on tour with the girl band next year.

He visited Brimsdown to hear pupils sing, answer questions and
perform. Pupils from Eastfield Primary School and Prince of Wales
Primary School also attended. Afterwards, nine-year-old Israa said:
“This was the best day of my life. I loved singing in front of Jacob and
getting to meet him. I definitely enjoyed myself!”

Sports Day

Brimsdown children have been enjoying their sports days. The
children had a blast, taking part in the baton relay, obstacle race,
javelin, egg and spoon race and many more sporting activities. We
made sure to take plenty of photographs to share with parents so
that they could see how much fun the children all had.

Farewell to Year 6

Sadly, we have to say goodbye to our lovely Year 6. They have been
working hard to raise money for their end of year celebrations, which
include an inflatables fun day, prom, Come Dine With Me event, BBQ
and The Greatest Showman Production. The pupils also had a
Cinema Day and had a lot of fun taking part in a Teacher Carwash to
raise money for this.  They have also been enjoying their outside
Forest School activities and performed well in their end of year tests.
We are very proud of all they have achieved and know they will keep
the Brimsdown values with them.



Churchfield Primary School

Mini Enterprise

Our Year 6s held a very successful mini enterprise event and we have
decided they are definitely the entrepreneurs of the future. They did
an amazing job of market research, risk assessment, advertising,
planning, marketing and selling.

They made an impressive amount of £873, which they are putting
towards their end of year events.

Litter Heroes

Our Eco Warriors completed their pledge to help clean up the nation
for The Great Big School Clean event, as part of the Keep Britain Tidy
campaign. The children had fun being outdoors and got great
satisfaction from looking after our school environment. 

The campaign set out to complete a million-mile mission, which was
an ambitious goal considering the current challenges.

However, our community of litter heroes managed to litter pick a
distance of 1.16 million miles of outdoor space, making our planet
cleaner and greener.

An amazing achievement which Churchfield was proud to be part of!

Kingswood and Y6

It has been fantastic to start getting back to a degree of normality
and this was particularly exciting for the Year 6 children who went on
their residential trip to Kingswood.



They had a great time taking part in lots of different activities, such
as climbing, obstacle courses, Jacob’s ladder and Aeroball.

The Year 6s who were at school also had a fantastic time cooking,
doing street art and attending their own drive-in cinema.

Cultural Day

In June, Churchfield celebrated all the wonderfully different cultures
within our community by bringing in sweet treats from across the
globe, dressing in clothing typical of their cultures and sharing
stories and poems.

We had a mouth-watering variety of treats, from baklava to pumpkin
pie, that was enjoyed by all. The children also took part in
Churchfield’s Got Talent and performed a dance or song from their
culture online to the rest of their school friends.

It was an absolute joy for the staff and children to learn about all the
fascinating history behind the cultures that we have in our school
and, most importantly, to celebrate these!

"It was an absolute joy for the
staff and children to learn
about all the fascinating
history behind the cultures
that we have in our school..."



Crabtree Infants School

Green Flag Award

The Eco Council started this year completing an environmental
review and setting out their priorities for us as a school. They have
been working through their list and this term we were very proud to
once again achieve the internationally recognised Eco-Schools Green
Flag award. One of their priorities was for our allotment to be moved
nearer to the school and we now have two planting areas, one for KS1
and one for EYFS.

The Jossie Leaver Positivity Award

We launched our new positivity award last week. One child from
each year group was proudly presented with the award and
certificate. All the school joined in a special rainbow day, dressed in
bright colours and had a dance party on the school field.

Workshops

All year groups took part in a workshop. Reception learned about life
in a castle and fairy-tales, Year 1 experienced seaside holidays in the
past and Year 2 did science experiments.

Bathe in Blue

The children used an interesting planter for their flowers for the
District Schools in Bloom competition.

"We were very proud to once again achieve the Eco-Schools Green Flag award..."



Crabtree Junior School

We are thrilled to have joined Ivy Learning Trust this term and are
very much looking forward to the years ahead as part of this family
of schools. This has been a challenging year for all but in true
Crabtree style, we have thrown ourselves into the term. The
children have been amazing and, thanks to a robust remote
learning plan and the dedication of the teaching team, they eased
easily back into class as if they had never been away!

Aside from learning in class, which has been fantastic, we've ensured
that the children have had as much opportunity as possible to enjoy
the wider curriculum. Highlights include the Year 5 day trips, the
Year 6 week-long residential and school gym display, a visit from the
Young Shakespeare Company, an Egyptian Day, a Rocks Day and our
very own European football tournament! It's been a busy term!

As part of our mental health and wellbeing for this term, Mike
Mullen visited us to talk to the children about the importance of
resilience and a growth mindset. He demonstrated some of his
incredible BMX skills, including testing the nerves of some staff by
jumping over them. Needless to say, the children loved it. He also
worked with a group of children from each year group, some of
whom went from having no confidence on a bike to being able to
‘bunny hop’ - fantastic!

Our Eco Team have been busy this term, hosting a hugely successful
nearly new clothes sale. 

We also had a new addition to the Crabtree and Ivy community…
Bodhi, a black Labrador. Bodhi has already made himself at home in
the Head’s office and is very popular with children and staff alike.



Eastfield Primary School

Learning By Question (LbQ)

As part of our catch-up plan, pupils in Years 4, 5 & 6 have been using Learning by Question (LbQ) to support their learning. We have been
using this online platform as an intervention, Saturday Booster Classes and in class to compliment Inspire Maths.

Here’s what the children thought about LbQ:

"I like LbQ because it helps me with
my Times Table, and my Class
Teacher lets me use it at home
with a code. I recommend other
year groups to use it because it is
fun!"

Nisa, Year 4

"I love LbQ because it helps me with
my Times Table. When I go home, I
go on LbQ and I will recommend
this tool in Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 because
it is fun, colourful, and not boring."

Saniya, Year 4

"The SAT style questions helped me
get higher marks and  improved my
learning. It made a bigger impact
on my English. I would recommend
LbQ as you can use it anywhere and
you would not need paper."

Marvin, Year 6

"LbQ is an extremely helpful  tool
which helps me with my learning
because it is good for any subject. If
you get the questions wrong, it gives
you a hint. I mostly like it for my
Maths because it helps me improve."

Fatmagul, Year 6



FFT Lightning Squad

This is a tutoring programme which improves reading skills for
pupils. Our fantastic tutor Kerry Jones has been working with our
children in Years 2 and 3 to improve their reading skills. It has only
been three weeks, and we can already see the progress the children
are making. Keep reading…

1:1 Device Provision

Four weeks ago, every child in Year 6 was given a 1:1 device. They were
extremely excited to receive a device to support their learning in
school. We were incredibly impressed with how the pupils used the
devices in their sessions.

Topic Thursday

Every three weeks, we have been celebrating Topic Thursday at
Eastfield. Topic Thursdays have been developed as curriculum focus
days to help ensure high quality coverage of science, humanities, art
and D&T.

Check our Spring Google Sites:
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Yellow Class

Singing Event 

The children had a brilliant time meeting and performing in front of
TV star Jacob Fowler at the singing event at Brimsdown. 

https://sites.google.com/epsch.org/year1-plants/home
https://sites.google.com/epsch.org/year2-plants/home
https://sites.google.com/epsch.org/year3anglosaxontopicday/home
https://sites.google.com/epsch.org/year-4-sound/home
https://sites.google.com/epsch.org/year-5-changing-states-of-matt/home
https://sites.google.com/epsch.org/light/home
https://sites.google.com/epsch.org/yellowclassplants/home


Larkspur Primary Academy

Since returning to school the children have been very busy. We
have worked on ensuring that our children are settled and feel
comfortable again in their surroundings. One of key things that has
supported them is getting their gardening gloves on.

In our Early Years the children have created their own allotment.
They have been checking their crops and to their delight they have
grown their own potatoes and got to take one home. Year 4 have
created their own space, growing sunflowers that they compare their
height to. In Year 3, the whole class definitely has green fingers,
including their teacher! They have extended their science project to
the school flower beds and are growing sweetcorn and various crops.
The children have such enthusiasm for this new passion that it has
become infectious and you will often see Ms Williams with children
from across the school, all ready and waiting to water the plants!

We have continued our fantastic work with the charity Give a Book
and the children in Years 1 and 2 have had the opportunity to work
with the author Emma Perry and the illustrator, Rikin Parekh. They
had a Zoom call where the author told them all about her inspiration
for the book. They were lucky enough to have the opportunity to
draw alongside the illustrator, creating one of the characters in the
book. We have the original drawings from the illustrator which we
will display in our lovely library.

We are extremely thankful for the work we have done this year with
Give a Book. They have enabled us to have a wonderful new library
for the children to enjoy. They have gifted books as well as set up
author visits. We have also had two book groups for our Year 5 and
Year 6 children. In Year 5 we had a ‘blind date’ with a book!

This meant that we didn’t know what the front cover was until the
end and then we designed our own cover and compared them. The
book reveal was so exciting, it has given us a new way to approach
reading. It really has given the children a new desire for reading.



Lavender Primary School

We’ve had a busy term with lots of activities and events, which the
children have thoroughly enjoyed. We took advantage of our lovely
green field to hold outdoor lessons, PE and play times and we also
created some planting beds. We are beginning to reap the benefits
from our allotment with a bumper crop of rhubarb!

In June, we talked about Pride Month and what this meant. It was a
wonderful opportunity to think about our differences, both on the
inside and outside, and identify what makes us proud. The fact that
we are all so different and unique is what makes the Lavender
community so amazing. The children were invited to think of a
positive message they would like to give to someone else or
something that makes them feel proud and these were added to our
Lavender Equalitree.

The school was transformed into a sea of blue for World Ocean Day,
with funds raised for the Sea Life Trust. There were some amazing
discussions and creativity throughout the day. We also celebrated
World Bee Day and Outdoor Classroom Day. There was lots of
brilliant learning taking place outdoors, including making woodland
spirits on the field, investigating different sounds, outdoor angles in
maths and sketching and identifying trees and plants.

We also had a celebration of all things book and story related with
our pyjamarama day. The children (and adults!) had a fabulous day
dressed up in their pyjamas, dressing gowns and onesies. They spent
the day doing book and story related activities, including decorating
their classroom doors with the books they are reading at the
moment. The event really helped to raise the profile of reading and
show children how enjoyable it is.



Walker Primary School

Walker children were proud to show off their brand new school
following a series of events to celebrate our grand reopening. 

The building opened earlier this year but because of Covid
restrictions, celebrations were postponed. Pupils, parents, staff and
governors finally gathered to cut the ribbon in a special ceremony to
mark the occasion. The children sang, danced and played
instruments before the school was officially declared open. 

Walker originally opened in 1954. It was named after the Walkers, an
English cricketing family, who lived at Arnos Grove House in
Southgate. The family took a great interest in education and the site
was bequeathed by one of the seven Walker brothers, Russell
Donnithorne Walker, for the use of the people of Southgate. It is now
a two-form entry school with 420 pupils.

The children are incredibly excited about their new school and have
been waiting patiently for such a long time to be able to share their
joy with their families. Ongoing Covid restrictions and wet weather
meant that we had to divide guests into small groups and cut several
ribbons throughout the week! But the rain didn’t dampen our spirits
and the children were delighted to finally show off their new
building and give their parents a long-awaited tour. 

We are extremely grateful to everyone who has supported us
through the journey of rebuilding our wonderful new school, and are
proud of all the children and staff who worked so hard to make our
official opening such a success.



Woodside Primary School

We are so happy to have been back at school all term. The children
have been busy catching up with their friends and have settled
back into the routine of school brilliantly. We have had a big focus
on children's wellbeing this term, teaching much of our curriculum
through outdoor learning and creative approaches.

All classes have been outside for weekly lessons in the forest. They
have been identifying trees in science, making rivers in geography
and taking inspiration from Andy Goldsworthy to create beautiful
natural pictures in art. We have been working on the Take One
Picture project in conjunction with the National Gallery and the
artwork produced has been very varied and spectacular – from chess
sets to armour and from fine art painting to flags and tunics and
some learning about heraldry.

Our Year 5 and 6 children were able to perform their show Matilda
and the quality of dancing, singing and acting was excellent. We
have some very talented children in our midst. The whole
performance was outside which added to the atmosphere and the
sun shone throughout. It was so lovely to see the return of a school
performance, the highlight of a school year.

The arts and its link to good mental wellbeing is so important to us at
Woodside and we will be continuing with a big focus on it next year.
We look forward to completing the conversion of our new School
Music Bus which was welcomed on site with some exciting squeals
last month.

It will be kitted out with beanbags and an array of musical
instruments to support our curriculum delivery as well as being a
space where music can be enjoyed. We can't wait.

It has been another tricky year, but our staff, parents and children
have all pulled together to bring Woodside back and we thank
everyone for their support and contribution. We wish all a happy,
restful summer and all the best to our Year 6 children who are flying
the nest, spreading their wings and heading to their new schools.



The Wroxham School

Art Week

The whole school worked on their painting skills recently - which
produced some amazing results! The children took so much care and
worked on developing and improving their work over the week. Lots of
important art vocabulary was used and our children really enjoyed looking
at a wide variety of artists and techniques. The work has been shared
around school and we are looking forward to our Autumn Art Week.

Sports Day

We managed to have our sports day and invite our parents along. Thanks
to the hard work of our Sports Coach, Mr Owers, we ran 13 individual sports
days to ensure everyone was safe. It worked really well and the children
and families thoroughly enjoyed themselves. The children enjoyed our
races the most, especially the water race which involved them filling up a
bucket with water, using a cup with holes in it!
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