
At the beginning of this year we had no idea what was about to
come and how our lives would be affected over the months to
follow. Now, as we prepare to say farewell to 2020, we can start
looking forward to the new year and, we hope, a slow return to
normal life again.

In September, all our children finally returned to school and it was
wonderful to see how happy they were to be back. They settled into
school life extremely quickly and have been enjoying learning and
seeing their teachers and friends again. Thank you all for remaining
vigilant to help keep our school communities safe.

The impact of Covid meant that we had to adapt quickly and this
brought opportunities, as well as challenges. For example, our
schools started using technology more to communicate with pupils
and parents effectively. This meant that when bubble groups
needed to self-isolate, they were able to move to online learning
quickly. Schools found innovative ways for the usual autumn term
activities to go ahead, offering video tours for prospective parents,
holding virtual nativities and parents’ evenings, and working with
parents to organise online fundraising events.
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We’re evaluating lessons learned during this year and will be
developing good practice masterclasses in 2021 so that we can
build on these opportunities in the future and continue to learn
from each other.

After a difficult year, it has been wonderful to end 2020 with some
positive news. Walker featured in The Sunday Times top 250
schools, Lavender was awarded for its exceptional performance by
the Mayor of London, Brimsdown teacher Alysha Allen won a
national teaching award, and both Churchfield and Lavender were
featured on BBC News. You can read about this, and other
wonderful work our schools and children are doing, throughout
this newsletter. I’m sure you’ll agree that our children have been
absolutely wonderful this term, embracing the new normal with
positivity and enthusiasm.

I would like to wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year, and here’s to a brighter year ahead.

Matthew Kleiner-Mann
Leader of the Ivy Learning Trust



Lavender Primary School

Schools for Success

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has awarded us for our
exceptional performance as part of his Schools for Success
programme. The programme was formed to enhance the support
given to children from disadvantaged backgrounds. It acknowledges
schools that prioritise progress for their lowest attaining pupils, are
excelling in their performance overall and sharing their work with
other schools. Around six per cent of London schools are eligible to
be members of the programme.

We were recognised for our commitment to reducing educational
inequality and attaining exceptional results for children previously
struggling academically. This award is testament to the hard work of
all the staff at Lavender who strive to make our school a warm and
welcoming place of learning where children develop a love of
reading and become independent, happy learners.

School Streets

We joined the School Streets initiative to make the roads safer for
our children and their families. Parts of the roads surrounding the
school are now closed to motor vehicles at drop off and pick up
times. It’s hoped that not only will this make the journey to school
safer, it will help the school’s community become healthier by
encouraging people to walk or cycle to school.

The scheme, which was featured on BBC News, is already having a
positive impact. We have seen a huge increase in the number of
families walking, cycling and scooting to school, and traffic
surrounding the school has also reduced considerably.

Lavender Orchard

Children have helped to turn the end of our school field into a new
orchard. We had the idea earlier this year and successfully applied
for a gardening grant which meant that we were able to remove the
willow trees from the field and plant our new orchard. It has six
apple trees, both eating and cooking varieties, and pupils from Years
1 to 6 planted them.

In November we held our ribbon cutting ceremony to officially open
the orchard, which we hope will be the beginning of something very
exciting. The whole school will be involved in caring for the trees and
we can all then share in the crop. The end of the field will be left
unmown and planted with wildflowers to make a haven for wildlife
and a place to play during the warmer months.

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/education-and-youth/schools-success/mayors-schools-success-programme
http://schoolstreets.org.uk/


Brimsdown Primary School

"Alysha is a fantastic role model for
children and teachers everywhere."

Teacher of the Year

The whole school is proud of our teacher Alysha Allen, who was
named New Teacher of the Year at the TES Schools Awards 2020.

Alysha, who is profoundly deaf, impressed judges with the way she
teaches and motivates her class using a combination of British Sign
Language and lip reading. Not only do her pupils love learning, many
have become fluent in signing too.

Announcing the winners, the TES wrote: “Teaching and engaging an
entire class of primary pupils is already an achievement for a new
teacher. However, having them all progress to above average
performance in maths while profoundly deaf, and using a
combination of sign language and lip reading to interact with a class
of hearing children, is the mark of an exceptional talent.”

Alysha has inspired us all with her positivity and resilience. She is a
fantastic role model for children and teachers everywhere.

New Library

Children now have access to hundreds of books after a charity helped
to convert an unused classroom into a new library. Give a Book, which
promotes books and the pleasure of reading, funded the signage and
furniture for the new library, as well as filling the shelves with books
for children of all ages to enjoy.

Currently the library is being used exclusively by Year 2 to ensure
safety during the Covid-19 pandemic but all years will be able to
enjoy it in the future.



Churchfield Primary School

"We felt it was more important than
ever to spread some joy."

Acts of Kindness

Every year we have a kindness week where we go out into the
community and perform random acts of kindness. We couldn’t do
the same things this year, but we felt it was even more important
than ever to spread some joy, especially to those older people who
may be lonely.

Children across the school wrote wonderful cards and letters for the
residents at Stamford Care Home in Edmonton, as well as for some
residents in the community.

We have been so impressed with the children’s wise words of
kindness and their beautiful art skills. The residents and the staff
have been very thankful and said that they have really brightened up
their day. Here’s a thank you card that a local resident sent us as well.



Churchfield Primary School

Art Installation

We are thrilled with the art installation of each of our children's self
portraits. The motivation behind this whole school art project was to
show how our community is still connected, even though we are
physically separated.

The children have been learning specific portrait drawing skills in
each year group, which they will build upon year on year. It is a
beautiful rainbow that has totally transformed the corridor, with its
representation of hope. Our children have loved visiting it and
finding themselves in it.

BBC News

We had lots of fun being filmed for a piece on BBC Breakfast News
and some of the children got to meet the reporter, Tim Muffett, and
ask him questions.

They came to film us taking photos of Reception as part of Ivy’s
Generation Covid photography project, which will document this
year’s intake as they progress through school. We also talked about
how the children have been dealing with the pandemic. We loved
watching our school on the national news.



Eastfield Primary School

Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement, we are developing
an Equality and Diversity Team, to help ensure that different
groups, cultures and beliefs are represented through our school,
celebrations, resources and curriculum.

We started with a display entitled Different Individuals Valuing Each
Other Regardless of Skin, Intellect, Talent or Years and children from
across the school came in for the day dressed in their traditional
clothing.

We have also decided to change our class names to the surnames of
famous people from a wide range of cultures, times and ethnic
groups who we feel deserve to be celebrated. 

All adults across the Eastfield community have been invited to
choose from a list of 36 roles models to select those who they want
the school to acknowledge.

People from the list include Sheku Kanneh-Mason, Dr Hawa Abdi,
Irena Sendler, Doreen Lawrence and Mo Farah. 

As a school we look forward to the renaming of our classes in
January and learning much more about some of these great men
and women.



Larkspur Primary Academy

"The children have all demonstrated
resilience during a time of change."

This term has certainly been a different one and has shown how
the children have all demonstrated resilience during a time of
change. From our youngest children to the eldest of the school, they
have all settled in well and have adapted to our ‘new norms’. They
are discovering new things and being enthused by their learning.

Around the school are beautiful examples of the children’s artwork,
including owl babies, African art, Monet’s water lilies, willow
painting, cave art, technical drawing and graffiti art. They are
certainly showing off their talents!

Thanks to the amazing charity Give a Book, we have also had the
pleasure of hosting a zoom call with the author Maz Evans and some
of our Year 6 book club children.

The children certainly did us proud, asking some really insightful
questions about her inspiration for her writing. The charity also gave
each child two brand new books as a welcome back to school and
Christmas gift, to engage and ignite reading for pleasure.

The Rotary Club of Hertford Shires has kindly gifted personalised
Usborne Dictionaries to our Year 4 children to keep and use. They are
beautiful, illustrated dictionaries and the children were extremely
excited to receive them.

We are lucky to work with the charity Jedidiah UK, which has been
supporting families. We are extremely humbled to have such
support – it shows such kindness in these times, how communities
come together and how every cloud has a silver lining.

http://giveabook.org.uk/


Walker Primary School

"The children are very excited at the
prospect of a brand new school."

It has been lovely to end 2020 with a run of good news. We were
proud to be featured as one of The Sunday Times top 250 state
primary schools in England. We ranked joint 221st in this year’s
league tables, putting us in the top 2% of schools nationally.

We have all been waiting patiently to move into our new school
building and we finally got the go ahead this month. Working in
conjunction with Spatial Initiative and the DfE we now have the
green light to move in after Christmas.

The children are very excited at the prospect of a brand-new school
and, in the future, a new playground once the old building has been
demolished. We also learned that we have been awarded a grant
from The Belling Trust to support our Digital Strategy.



The Wroxham School

#WroxhamReading

The children in Year 5 and 6 have been flying through their
#WroxhamReading Challenges. They have been recording video book
reviews, retelling stories to be shared online with other classes and
making posters to display around school.

We were very lucky recently, as some of our children heard directly
from the authors of the books they had reviewed online! Jeff Kinney
and Harriet Muncaster messaged the children through Twitter, which
you can imagine got them even more excited about reading.

#WroxhamReading has been up and running for nearly three years
now and the children enjoy working through three levels of
challenges, which culminates in them being awarded with a
#WroxhamReading hoodie, which they wear with great pride!

#Communities1st

Year 5 have been asked to help an organisation supporting people
who are vulnerable or lonely at this time of year. They have made
Christmas cards and filled them with messages of positivity, with the
aim to have them delivered around the local area.

The children spoke about what they could write and took great care
with the card design. They are also writing to all of the local shops,
hospitals and organisations that have stayed open over the last nine
months and supported the community, with a message of thanks. Our
school is working hard on the concept of #WroxhamCommunity to
ensure that we don’t forget about some of that community spirit that
we all experienced during the first lockdown.



Woodside Primary School

"Outdoor learning has gone from
strength to strength this term."

We were so excited to welcome our children back in September and
have been so impressed with the resilience that they have shown,
returning to the new way of doing things at Woodside.

As much as possible, we have tried to carry on with our learning as
normal, ensuring that we are offering a broad and engaging
curriculum. Nursery and Reception children settled in really well to
school and routines and it is now as if they have always been with us.
The newly refurbished Reception classroom and outside area has
been an excellent addition to the school and children are now able to
move freely between activities – it is such a lovely place to be.

Nursery began the new 30 hours timings for children and this has
been a real success, with places filling up quickly. It has been a
delight to see how the new staff and children have settled in.

Outdoor learning has gone from strength to strength this term, with
all classes enjoying more time in our ‘forest’. We have seen learning
linked to the curriculum with Greek myths being told, Anderson
shelters, large and small, being created, painting with mud and
making owls using natural materials. Our rhino made out of recycled
materials, which we had been making since February, took its place
for all to see at Paradise Wildlife Park.

This term we introduced BSL (British Sign Language) to our
curriculum. Staff had an introductory session after half term, and
then Tina Kemp and Debbie John started their lessons with the
whole school. Lessons have happened virtually this term, including
when classes have been isolated. Children are really enjoying these
sessions and are beginning to sign in class as well.



Woodside Primary School

"We would like to wish all our families a
happy and safe Christmas."

Trips, visitors and events have been postponed, but this has not
stopped our learning. Warburtons did a virtual healthy eating
session, sending in resources for the children to make bread. Google
Earth has been put to full use in Key Stage 1 where children needed
to find out about the local area. The Early Years nativity will still go
ahead with a few adjustments and this year will be performed
virtually.

Where classes have had to close, learning has gone straight onto
Google Classroom. This has been very straightforward for all and we
have been impressed by the quality of work being produced at home.

We would like to wish all of our families a happy and safe Christmas
and we look forward to 2021, where life can get back to normal.
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